









Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Link to publication in Tilburg University Research Portal
Citation for published version (APA):
Inkelaar, H. J. (2010). Conflict on wisdom: The role of scripture in 1 Corinthians 1-4. Ridderprint.
General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.
            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.


















Conflict on Wisdom 
 


















































     	 
  
     	    	            
     	   	          

      
  	     
     
 
    	 
  	    !"  
   
        	 
  
#   $   

# 
     % 
    
 & ' !% 
   (  ( 





















#     	 

   ( 
34 
 4      4           
   4   4     	  
 
     5  
   
 
    
  4 

  4  6  4           4  

   !   # 	 7 
3    !


 	               
4   
                  	     4         




           5  




   




   

             
4        2- 3  










# % : ; :  7 % 7 " 
    <      
        =   
3

: ' 7 % )> 7 ? 7 @ 7 * 
   % & 
 
 4  
   ;    &   
   ; < < ;   (   
   ;      "    
































































































































































ABBREVIATIONS ................................................................................................................ 11 
 
PART I: APPROACH ........................................................................................................... 15 
CHAPTER 1: RESEARCH OVERVIEW ........................................................................... 17 
1. RELIGION-HISTORICAL APPROACHES ................................................................................. 17 
On conflict in Corinth ...................................................................................................... 18 
2. SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACHES ............................................................................................. 19 
On conflict in Corinth ...................................................................................................... 20 
3. RHETORICAL APPROACHES ................................................................................................ 21 
On conflict in Corinth ...................................................................................................... 23 
4. LITERARY-HISTORICAL APPROACHES ................................................................................ 24 
Conflicting traditions ....................................................................................................... 27 
CHAPTER 2: INTERTEXTUALITY.................................................................................. 29 
1. THE TESTIMONY HYPOTHESIS ............................................................................................ 29 
2. THE CONCEPT OF INTERTEXTUALITY ................................................................................. 31 
3. INTERTEXTUALITY AS A LITERARY PHENOMENON ............................................................. 33 
Tradition........................................................................................................................... 33 
Allusion............................................................................................................................. 34 
4. INTERTEXTUALITY IN NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES .............................................................. 35 
Retracing citations ........................................................................................................... 35 
Defining segments ............................................................................................................ 36 
Interaction ........................................................................................................................ 37 
Transformations ............................................................................................................... 37 
Structure ........................................................................................................................... 38 
5. INTERTEXTUALITY IN THE PAULINE LETTERS .................................................................... 38 
 
PART II: 1 CORINTHIANS 1-4........................................................................................... 43 
CHAPTER 3: TEXT .............................................................................................................. 45 
TRANSLATION ....................................................................................................................... 45 
Excursus on 4:6a.............................................................................................................. 61 
Excursus on 4:6b.............................................................................................................. 63 
CHAPTER 4: LITERARY STRUCTURE .......................................................................... 65 
1. DEMARCATIONS ................................................................................................................ 65 
The letter .......................................................................................................................... 65 
Letter opening .................................................................................................................. 67 
Textual unit....................................................................................................................... 68 
Patterns ............................................................................................................................ 69 
2. RHETORICAL  ANALYSIS.................................................................................................... 71 
Paul and rhetoric ............................................................................................................. 71 
Rhetorical genre............................................................................................................... 74 

Dispositio ......................................................................................................................... 77 
CHAPTER 5: THEMATIC STRUCTURE ......................................................................... 81 
1. DIVISIONS.......................................................................................................................... 81 
2. WISDOM ............................................................................................................................ 86 
3. THE WORD OF THE CROSS ................................................................................................. 87 
4. BOASTING.......................................................................................................................... 92 
5. THE SPIRIT ........................................................................................................................ 93 
6. BUILDING .......................................................................................................................... 95 
7. APOSTLESHIP..................................................................................................................... 97 
8. OVERVIEW......................................................................................................................... 99 
CHAPTER 6 WISDOM IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT.................................................. 101 
1. WISDOM IN CORINTH....................................................................................................... 101 
2. CORINTHIAN AFFINITIES WITH HELLENISTIC JUDAISM .................................................... 107 
Salvation......................................................................................................................... 109 
The wise person.............................................................................................................. 112 
Body and mind................................................................................................................ 114 
Eschatology .................................................................................................................... 115 
Revelation....................................................................................................................... 118 
3. WISDOM IN CONTEMPORANEOUS JEWISH LITERATURE ................................................... 121 
Baruch and Sirach.......................................................................................................... 121 
4 Maccabees................................................................................................................... 123 
Wisdom of Solomon........................................................................................................ 124 
Daniel and Qumran........................................................................................................ 127 
CONCLUSIONS PART II................................................................................................... 131 
 
PART III: SCRIPTURE IN 1 CORINTHIANS 1-4 ......................................................... 135 
CHAPTER 7: INTRODUCTION....................................................................................... 137 
1. SCRIPTURE, GREEK AND HEBREW ................................................................................... 137 
2. CLARIFICATION OF TERMS............................................................................................... 143 
3. QUOTATIONS ................................................................................................................... 145 
3.1 A List ........................................................................................................................ 146 
3.2 Pre-texts ................................................................................................................... 147 
3.3 Catchwords............................................................................................................... 148 
3.4 Quotation thresholds ................................................................................................ 150 
3.5 The function of quotations........................................................................................ 151 
4. OUTLOOK ........................................................................................................................ 152 
CHAPTER 8: WISDOM AND THE CROSS (1 COR 1:18-25)....................................... 153 
1. STRUCTURAL AND SEMANTIC FEATURES OF 1 COR 1:18-25............................................ 153 
1.1 Antithesis .................................................................................................................. 153 
1.2 Paradox .................................................................................................................... 154 
1.3 The position of the quotations .................................................................................. 156 
2. SCRIPTURE....................................................................................................................... 157 
2.1 The Quotation in 1 Cor 1:19 .................................................................................... 157 
Isa 29:11-12................................................................................................................ 158 
Isa 29:13 ..................................................................................................................... 160 
 ;
Isa 29:14a ................................................................................................................... 162 
Isa 29:14b ................................................................................................................... 164 
Isa 29:15-16................................................................................................................ 166 
2.2 Implicit quotations in 1 Cor 1:20............................................................................. 169 
Isa 33:18 ..................................................................................................................... 169 
Isa 19:11-14................................................................................................................ 170 
Isa 44:24-28................................................................................................................ 174 
3. RECEPTION OF SCRIPTURE IN 1 COR 1:18-25................................................................... 176 
3.1 Discontinuity ............................................................................................................ 177 
Times have changed ................................................................................................... 177 
3.2 Continuity ................................................................................................................. 180 
Shocking the wise....................................................................................................... 180 
CHAPTER 9: WISDOM AND BOASTING (1 COR 1:26-31) ........................................ 181 
1. STRUCTURAL AND SEMANTIC FEATURES OF 1 COR 1:26-31............................................ 181 
1.1 Teleology .................................................................................................................. 181 
1.2 Redefinition .............................................................................................................. 182 
1.3 The position of the quotation.................................................................................... 184 
2 SCRIPTURE........................................................................................................................ 185 
2.1 Topoi......................................................................................................................... 185 
Election....................................................................................................................... 185 
The poor ..................................................................................................................... 186 
Shame ......................................................................................................................... 186 
Boasting...................................................................................................................... 187 
All flesh ...................................................................................................................... 188 
2.2 The Quotation in 1 Cor 1:31 .................................................................................... 189 
Jer 8-10: questioning the wise.................................................................................... 189 
Jer 9:22-23 (LXX and MT;  9:23-24 Eng.) ................................................................ 190 
1 Kgdms 2:10 ............................................................................................................. 193 
3. RECEPTION OF SCRIPTURE IN 1 COR 1:26-31................................................................... 195 
3.1 Discontinuity ............................................................................................................ 195 
Transforming Jer 9:23 ................................................................................................ 195 
Election instead of reversal ........................................................................................ 197 
3.2 Continuity ................................................................................................................. 199 
Twofold boasting........................................................................................................ 199 
Doxology.................................................................................................................... 200 
CHAPTER 10: WISDOM AND THE SPIRIT (1 COR 2) ............................................... 203 
1. STRUCTURAL AND SEMANTIC FEATURES OF 1 COR 2 ...................................................... 203 
1.1 Semantic oppositions................................................................................................ 203 
1.2 Cognitive language .................................................................................................. 204 
1.3 Judicial language ..................................................................................................... 205 
1.4 The position of the quotations .................................................................................. 206 
1 Cor 2:9..................................................................................................................... 206 
1 Cor 2:16................................................................................................................... 207 
2. SCRIPTURE....................................................................................................................... 209 
2.1 Substructures............................................................................................................ 209 
1 Cor 2:6-7 and Isa 31:1-3.......................................................................................... 209 
1 Cor 2:8-10 and Isa 52:13-53:1 ................................................................................ 210 
1 Cor 2:6-16 and the book of Daniel.......................................................................... 213 
<
2.2 The Quotation in 1 Cor 2:9 ...................................................................................... 216 
1 Cor 2:9a and Isa 64:4 (LXX)................................................................................... 217 
I Cor 2:9b and Isa 65:16-17........................................................................................ 221 
1 Cor 2:9c ................................................................................................................... 223 
2.3 The quotation in 1 Cor 2:16..................................................................................... 225 
Isa 40:12-14................................................................................................................ 225 
3. RECEPTION OF SCRIPTURE IN 1 COR 2 ............................................................................. 228 
3.1 Discontinuity ............................................................................................................ 228 
Wisdom revealed........................................................................................................ 228 
Vision downplayed..................................................................................................... 229 
3.2 Continuity ................................................................................................................. 231 
The role of rulers ........................................................................................................ 231 
The term psychikos .................................................................................................... 232 
The intellectual emphasis of LXX Isaiah................................................................... 234 
CHAPTER 11: WISDOM AND LEADERSHIP (1 COR 3-4)......................................... 237 
1. STRUCTURAL AND SEMANTIC FEATURES OF 1 COR 3-4................................................... 237 
1.1 Semantic contrasts (3:1-4) ....................................................................................... 237 
1.2 Extended metaphors (3:5-17)................................................................................... 238 
1.3 Recapitulation (3:18-23) .......................................................................................... 238 
1.4 Apostleship and the cross (4:6-13)........................................................................... 239 
1.5 The position of the quotations .................................................................................. 241 
Implicit quotations in 1 Cor 3:10-11 .......................................................................... 241 
Explicit quotations in 1 Cor 3:19-20 .......................................................................... 241 
An implicit quotation in 1 Cor 4:4 ............................................................................. 242 
2. SCRIPTURE....................................................................................................................... 243 
2.1 Topoi......................................................................................................................... 243 
The building metaphor ............................................................................................... 243 
The final test............................................................................................................... 244 
2.2 Implicit quotations.................................................................................................... 245 
Isa 3:3 ......................................................................................................................... 245 
Isa 28:16 ..................................................................................................................... 248 
Job 27:6 ...................................................................................................................... 248 
2.3 The explicit quotations ............................................................................................. 249 
Job 5:13 ...................................................................................................................... 249 
 93:11....................................................................................................................... 252 
3. RECEPTION OF SCRIPTURE IN 1 COR 3-4 .......................................................................... 255 
3.1 Discontinuity ............................................................................................................ 255 
Leadership .................................................................................................................. 255 
New vantage point...................................................................................................... 256 
3.2 Continuity ................................................................................................................. 256 
Genre and style........................................................................................................... 256 
Foolish and vain ......................................................................................................... 257 
Flesh and spirit ........................................................................................................... 258 





CHAPTER 12: CONCLUDING REMARKS.................................................................... 267 
1. THE ROLE OF SCRIPTURE................................................................................................. 267 
Evaluating the intertextual approach............................................................................. 267 
Context ........................................................................................................................... 269 
Septuagint....................................................................................................................... 270 
Hebrew ........................................................................................................................... 270 
2. THE CONFLICT ON WISDOM ............................................................................................ 271 
Twofold wisdom.............................................................................................................. 271 
The language of dispute ................................................................................................. 272 
The language of creation................................................................................................ 274 
The word of the cross ..................................................................................................... 275 
APPENDIX: LIST OF PARALLELS ....................................................................................... 277 
 
PRIMARY SOURCES......................................................................................................... 281 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































%)		5:E  7 		#6		%	#
#	
6	
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































@:>>A :=7 !	 :>7!
-2*6CB



















































2. Rhetorical  Analysis 
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Isa 19:11-14  
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Chapter 9: Wisdom and Boasting (1 Cor 1:26-31) 

1. Structural and Semantic Features of 1 Cor 1:26-31 
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2 Scripture  
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2.2 The Quotation in 1 Cor 1:31 
Jer 8-10: questioning the wise 

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Jer 9:22-23 (LXX and MT;  9:23-24 Eng.) 
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3. Reception of Scripture in 1 Cor 1:26-31 
3.1 Discontinuity 
Transforming Jer 9:23 
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Election instead of reversal 
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Chapter 10: Wisdom and the Spirit (1 Cor 2) 

1. Structural and Semantic Features of 1 Cor 2 
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1.4 The position of the quotations 
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2.3 The quotation in 1 Cor 2:16 
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Chapter 11: Wisdom and Leadership (1 Cor 3-4) 

1. Structural and Semantic Features of 1 Cor 3-4 























































































































































































































































































































1.5 The position of the quotations 
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3.2 Continuity  















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Chapter 12: Concluding Remarks 
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